Historical Arguments Activity
Question: Should the United States have dropped the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War II? 

Directions: Use the following primary and secondary sources to develop an argument as to whether the atomic bombs should have been dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. The sources include:

· Recommendation to the President by the Scientific Panel of the Interim Committee on Nuclear Power on June 16th, 1945

· Petition to the President of the United States written on July 17th, 1945 by the scientists who created the atomic bomb

· Parts of a personal record of Takeharu Terao, a Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Survivor written on September 8th, 2003

· Quote from an Essay of a U.S Soldier written post-atomic bomb

· Snippets from a New York Times Article published on August 6th, 1995

· Statistics of Casualties from the Pacific War as a whole and from the atomic bomb droppings in particular

Breakdown of Activity:

1. Read and analyze the artifacts, taking notes for both sides of the argument in the T-chart provided

2. In your table group, write an argument for why or why not the atomic bombs should have been dropped. 

3. Gallery Walk of written arguments 

4. Short discussion about the written arguments 

a. What are some similarities, differences, strengths, etc.?

b. How do they compare to scientific arguments?

c. How would you implement this in your classroom? 

Both Sides of the Argument
	“Yes” the U.S. should have been dropped the atomic bombs
	“No” the U.S. should not have dropped the atomic bombs

	Evidence #1: _____________________

How does this evidence support your claim?

Evidence #2: _____________________

How does this evidence support your claim?

Evidence #3: ______________________

How does this evidence support your claim?


	Evidence #1: _____________________

How does this evidence support your claim?

Evidence #2: _____________________

How does this evidence support your claim?

Evidence #3: ______________________

How does this evidence support your claim?




