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Sadao Asada, a historian at Doshisha University in Kyoto.

Professor Asada cites Japanese archival evidence that military officials were likely to fight on,
furiously, until the end.

"Sacrifice 20 million Japanese lives," a senior navy official urged in August 1945, with tears in his
eyes, as he proposed a huge suicide attack on the Allies.

‘The Prime Minister at the time, Kantaro Suzuki, later described the atomic bomb as "an
extremely favorable opportunity,” and suggested that conventional bombs would not have been
enough. The Japanese navy minister described the atomic bomb as a "gift from heaven" and the
Emperor's top adviser said that the peace faction had been "assisted by the atomic bomb in our
endeavor to end the war."

‘The Japanese documents also reveal a little-known factor that may have played a role in ending
the war. An American pilot named McDila was shot down on Aug. 8 and lied to his Japanese
interrogators, saying that the United States had 100 more atomic bombs, and that the next
target would be Tokyo. This was immediately relayed to the war minister and shook up a cabinet
‘meeting in Tokyo the next day. Unknown Toll Instant Death, Lingering Pain




